College 
of Biological Sciences

Educational Policy Committee (EPC)

May 13, 2005, 2-4 pm, 3-104L MCB Bldg.

Present:  
Stu Goldstein (Chair), Leslie Schiff, Martha Flanders, Janet Schottel, Pete Snustad, Jean Underwood, Robin Wright, Jean Marie Lindquist

Not Present:
Jane Phillips, Frank Barnwell, Shelly Christman, Anna Mosser

1.  Approval of minutes from April 8, 2005 meeting.

The minutes from this meeting were reviewed and approved by the committee, with several changes.  
2.  New Business

 a.   Pbio 4601 Course Proposal

The committee reviewed the Pbio 4601 course proposal from Prof. Florence Gleason.  The committee recommends the course become a 5000 level course geared at senior undergraduate and first year graduate students.  And add BioC 3021, 2011 or the equivalent be included under the Recommended Course Prerequisites section.   Pete Snustad will share these recommendations with Prof. Gleason.  The course can be resubmitted for review at the first EPC meeting next fall.  

b. Curriculum Task Force Report Discussion  (Robin Wright/Janet Schottel)

Robin gave an overview of the Curriculum Task Force’s report that was presented at the All-College meeting on May 10th and took questions from the committee.  The Curriculum Task Force primary recommendation is that CBS biology majors should participate in a year-long course that provides a foundation of biology knowledge, emphasizes experimental design and interpretation, develops applied mathematical skills, and introduces students to primary research literature.  This recommendation only affects lower division classes and better prepares students for upper division classes.  After receiving input from faculty, staff, students, alumni and others, the final report will be presented to this committee next September.   
c. Incomplete Contract – Janet Schottel

Janet passed around copies of the Incomplete Contract with suggested changes from the General Biology faculty/program.  No changes were suggested for the first page. Two suggested changes on the second page were:

-- add Sec.: after the Course No.:  and contract working and,

-- add the following contract wording at the end of the page: 

    When you are ready to make up the Incomplete, please contact Geri Grosinger or Nancy   
    Becker in the General Biology Program, 3-104 MCB, 612-625-6636, well in advance of the
    beginning of the term.

The EPC Committee voted unanimously to add the changes indicated above.  Jean Underwood will modify the document and post it to the appropriate website.

3.  Old Business

a.  Requiring Prerequisites for Courses – Continued discussion.

The committee continued its discussion of requiring prerequisites for BioC 3021 and in general.   Some of the points discussed were:

-- Feedback from honors students indicated they didn’t think they needed the organic chemistry 
    requirement. 
-- Is organic chemistry relevant to students or just relevant to medical students?

-- Should EPC dictate whether or not instructors should teach some organic chemistry?

-- Enforcing prerequisites is administratively difficult and time consuming.

-- Prerequisites help students get in the right mindset for the subject by laying a broad   
     foundation.

Robin Wright stated that prerequisites only tell you if a student has taken a course.  She would like an instructional designer to develop quizzes to show what a student knows and what they still need in order to be prepared for the course.  

4.  Announcements

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Jean Marie Lindquist
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