EDUCATIONAL POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday, Feb 18, 2011

2:30-4:30 pm

3-104L MCB

AGENDA
Attending: Martha Flanders, Ryan Holton, Joseph Lahti, Jane Phillips, Leslie Schiff, Rogene Schnell, Nikki Letawski Schultz, Jean Underwood, John Ward, Sue Wick, Stuart Goldstein (Chair), Li-Na Wei (guest)

Missing: Paul Siliciano, James Cotner, Robin Wright, Kerrie Sendall, Richard Brown

1.  Minutes from the January 28, 2011 meeting

Discussion and approval of the minutes was tabled until the March 25 meeting. Members were encouraged to send suggested revisions to Richard.
2.  Old  Business

A.  4000-Level Stem Cell Course (Stu)

Stu said he had talked to Jeff Simon about suggestions made during the discussion of this course, GCD 4171, at the previous meeting, and that the course proposal was now in its final form.  Leslie moved approval.  The motion passed unanimously.

B.  Neuroscience course, NSci 4100 (Martha)

Martha said that NSci 3101 is no longer a prerequisite for NSci 4100.  Upon implementing the change in PCAS, the requirement for biochemistry (BioC 3021 or 4331 or equivalent) needed to be added back. That change is pending in the Dean’s office. The course will be added to the list for course updates announced to students via the BioBlog before registration for the fall begins.

C.  General Botany, BIOL 2022, Credit Adjustment (John)

John revisited the request to increase General Botany from 3 to 4 credits.  The current format, which combines a 2-credit lecture with a 1-credit lab, was implemented when the university moved from a quarter- to semester-based system.  For several years, instructors of the course have thought that this format does not allow sufficient time. Student surveys have also indicated that they feel the class is a lot of work for the number of credits.

The course instructors would like to extend the T/Th lecture from 50 to 75 min to include time for discussion, more contact hours, and opportunities for deeper learning in the course.  John relayed that Introductory Biology courses at other universities, with syllabi comparable to BIOL 2022, are worth 5 credits.  This gives the impression that the course is in the under-credited category.

Stu asked whether the proposed credit increase is motivated by an increase in contact hours, as a correction of an historically under-credited course, or both?  John responded that the instructors had long been frustrated by the need to present more material in that course.

Leslie offered Microbiology of Microorganisms as a possible model, in that students can take either the lecture plus lab course (MicB3301, 5 cr) or the lecture-only version of the course (MicB3303, 3 cr).

Jane noted that BIOL2022 is a requirement for at least one major in CFANS, so that it will be important to consult with those majors before voting.  

John will consult with CFANS on the proposed changes. 

Leslie moved to approve the plan to add 1 credit and more time to BIOL 2022. John seconded the motion.  The vote will take place by email after consultation with CFANS.

3.  New Business

A.  Proposed Pharmacology Minor (Li-Na Wei, Professor, Pharmacology)

Dr. Wei presented a proposal to create a new undergraduate minor in pharmacology, and provided a 5-page summary, including a list of courses associated with the minor. During discussion of the proposal, several questions were raised: 

· Does the pharmacology minor need administrative approval from the AHC, in addition to CBS and the Medical School?

· If CBS students take credits in directed research and directed studies (4994, 4794W, 4993, and 4793W) that count toward the pharmacology minor, could those courses have the “BioC” or “Nsci” designator, rather than “Phcl?”  An effort is underway to develop a more unified and structured approach to the writing-intensive component of directed research/studies for CBS students.  It would be especially helpful if the writing-intensive research/studies courses be limited to CBS designators.

· Which courses in the minor are required, and which courses count as electives? What is the limit to the number of directed research or studies credits that would count toward the minor?

Dr. Wei will incorporate the committee’s feedback and follow up with a revised proposal.

B.  Progress Update on Focus Areas for the Biology Major (Sue & Jean)

The college blue ribbon committee recommended that the biology major should offer students with choices of specific areas of concentration.  Sue, Robin, and Jean have have been working on a proposal to revise to the biology major that will include concentrations in teaching, computational biology, health sciences (including pre-medicine, pre-pharmacy and pre-dentistry), human biology (including nursing, physical therapy, public health, allied health sciences), and public policy.  Work has begun on the PCAS for the biology major and for each of the four tracks. The recommendation will be presented to the Biology Program Advisory Committee and, after it is approved there, it will come back to the EPC.

3.  Math Courses for Biology Update (Leslie & Martha)

Leslie and Martha reported on a meeting between the head of the Math Department and representatives from CBS, including Robin, Paul and themselves. The Math faculty are interested in offering Math courses tailored to the needs of CBS students. They are collecting input from CBS faculty and students, and considering opportunities for co-teaching between CBS and Math.

4. Announcements

A.  Information Needed to Update the List of Approved Courses for Each Major (Jean)

As a follow-up to the last EPC meeting, Jean sent an email that included a document (Courselistmod.doc) requesting information about whether specific courses should be included in the list of approved electives for your major.  The information from all but two majors has been received, and she is asking those representatives to get the information to her as soon as possible.

B.  BIOL 3209 Update (Nikki)

Nikki followed up with an addition to a document that went out from CBS Dean's office about re-designing curricular requirements for undergraduate majors.  She announced that BIOL 3209, developed by Randy Moore, has been approved for fulfilling the theme in Citizenship and Public Ethics.  BIOL3209 to the list of courses provided in that document.

C.  Review of Dept heads-EPC joint meeting 2/10/11 (Stu)

EPC members had been invited to the previous Department Heads meeting, and several had attended.  Possible ways of improving the lists of CBS courses taken by CBS students had been discussed at that meeting.  The EPC members who had attended that meeting recounted the discussion for the members who had been unable to attend.

D.  CBS Student Board Announcement (Joe & Ryan)

Joe and Ryan handed out a 1-page schedule of CBS Student Board Events and Activities for spring semester.
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