EDUCATIONAL POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday, May 22, 2009

3:00-5:00 pm

NEW LOCATION:  Dale Shephard Room, Coffman Memorial Union

Minneapolis Campus
AGENDA

Present: Brett Couch, Nick Beerman, Jean Underwood, , Robin Wright, Stu Goldstein, Sue Wick, Rogene Schnell, , John Soechting, Paul Siliciano, Jim Cotner

Not Present: Elizabeth Lockamy, Sam Stevens, , Nikki Letawsky Shultz, Leslie Schiff, Bob Brambl, Sarah Corrigan, Jane Phillips, , Mike Mertensotto, 

   1.  Approve minutes from April 17, 2009 meeting 



The minutes were approved unanimously

2.  Old Business 

 3.  New Business

A.  Course Proposal from Jean Underwood

The EPC discussed Jean’s proposed career planning course in the January and Feb meetings.  It is currently recommended that all students take this course and transfer students are required to take the course.  Jean proposed that the career planning course be made a requirement for all CBS students.  This proposal is in line with CBS curriculum task force recommendations and the directive from the provost’s office project of requiring all U of M students to take a career planning course.

This course would complement current mentoring or advising practices in CBS.  Generally, academic advisors do not have biology experience.  This gap would be filled by the career-planning course in that instructors would be chosen who have biology experience. The course would also generate revenue for the college.   


The committee felt that students should be encouraged to take the course but it should not be a required course.  At risk students with less than a 2.5 overall GPA in CBS can be required to take this course.  The course is to be advertised as EPC endorsed.

B.  Course Proposal from Robin Wright

Robin wanted the committee’s feedback on the idea of offering a “Departmental Seminars” course for honors students.  Students would prepare for seminars by reading research papers, attend a defined number of seminars within their respective departments and write a series of reflective responses.  The course would have a special topics designator.  Students would be required to attend 6 seminars (out of approximately 12 possible) in a semester.  Departmental DUGS would have the ultimate say in which seminars would be acceptable.  The committee felt that the course may be a lot of work for faculty  and would benefit from a structure where these is a classroom component every other week. 

C.  Proposal for BIOL 4150 Brewing:  The Biology, History and Practice (Brett  Couch and Jim Cotner)

The course is comparable to Hort 1031 “Vines and Wines” in that it focuses on the production of fermented beverages but content does not significantly overlap.  Vies and Wines has an enrollment of ~75-100 students, it is offered both fall and spring and attracted a majority of students from CLA.  Hort 1031 could serve as a model for the brewing class as a way of attracting CLA students to CBS courses.  Aside from Hort 1021, there are no comparable courses in food sciences and these students may also be a potential target audience. 

Since the course is for both majors and non-majors and only requires introductory biology that it would be more appropriate as a 2000 or 3000 level course.  The reading list appears heavy for a 2 credit course.  The course content has a significant biology content with broad appeal.

The course proposal was approved unanimously with the following recommendations: offer the course at the 2XXX level and in the 4:30-6:00 timeslot.  For future, the course should be increased to 3 credits and tailored to fulfill the CLE requirement for Technology and Society. 

D. Bioinformatics Analysis BIOL 4950 Course Proposal (David Matthes)

The proposed course is essentially the same as the special topics course taught this semester.  The course designator 3000/5000 is unusual compared with the more standard 4000/5000.  Overall the course appears well pitched using a problem based approach and has already been taught both at the University of Minnesota as a special topics course and for 7 years at David’s previous appointment.  


The committee felt that content should not be restricted to human genes and the pre/co requisites of genetics and cell biology could be changed to a biology course containing genetics and cell biology (i.e. 2002/2003).  This could be an appropriate elective for GCD and other majors. 


Graduate students will be required to do additional projects. 

The committee approved the proposal unanimously and decided that 3XXX is a reasonable level for the undergraduate designator and that since the 5XXX level has different requirements it could likely satisfy requirements for some graduate programs.

  4.  Announcements

