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What ’s New  in Plant  Biology: 

Igor  Libourel joins Depar t m ent  of  Plant  Biology  

 

The Dep ar t m en t  o f  Plan t  Bio logy is p leased  t o  w elcom e Dr . Igo r  Lib ourel, w ho  jo ined  us as an Assist an t  

Pro f esso r  at  t he b eginn ing o f  August .  Dr . Lib ourel w as h ired  as a result  o f  our  recen t  f acult y search  in  

Com p ut at ional and  Syst em s Bio logy.  Igo r , w ho is a nat ive o f  t he Net her land s, ob t ained  h is ear ly acad em ic 

p rep arat ion  at  Leid en  Un iversit y w here he earned  a M.S. in  Mo lecular  Bio logy.  He t hen  ob t ained  a D.Ph il at  

Oxf o rd  Un iversit y, w it h  a f ocus on  t he ro le o f  NOx in  anoxic roo t  m et ab o lism  in  h is d isser t at ion  research . 

 He p ursued  p ost -d oct o ral research  w it h  Russell Jones at  Berkeley, w here he w orked  on  NO regulat ion  o f  

germ inat ion , and  sub seq uen t ly at  Mich igan  St at e Un iversit y w it h  Yair  Shachar -Hill, w o rking on  m et ab o lic 

f lux analysis in  Brassica em b ryo s. He w ill con t inue w ork on  m et ab o lic f lux analysis, w h ile t urn ing h is f ocus 

t o  t he m icroalgae Ost reococcus. Using t h is p r im it ive o rgan ism  as m od el syst em , h is lab  w ill invest igat e t he 

d esign  p r incip les o f  co re m et ab o lism .  Dr . Lib ourel w ill b e b ased  in  t he Cargill Microb ial and  Plan t  

Genom ics b uild ing, w here h is lab  and  o f f ice w ill b e on  t he second  f loo r .  Please jo in  us in  w elcom ing h im  

t o  t he Un iversit y o f  Minneso t a. 

Back t o t op  

 

Phyt ograd & PBS Graduat e Program : 

PBS w elcom es Jane Glazebrook as Direct or  of  Graduat e St udies 

 

The Dep ar t m en t  o f  Plan t  Bio logy and  t he Plant  Bio logical Sciences grad uat e p rogram  w elco m e Jane 

Glazeb rook, w ho has succeed ed  out go ing Direct o r  o f  Grad uat e St ud ies (DGS) Jer ry Cohen  in  t he ro le o f  DGS 

f o r  t he PBS p rogram .  Jane, an  associat e p ro f esso r  in  Plan t  Bio logy, has served  t he p ast  t w o  years as 

Associat e DGS f o r  t h is in t erd iscip linary, in t erd ep ar t m en t al p rogram , and  is w id ely resp ect ed  f o r  her  

research  on  genom ics o f  p lan t  d ef ense resp o nses.   As Jane st ep s up  in t o  t he Direct o r 's ro le, w e also  

w elcom e Gary Mueh lb auer  t o  t he ADGS ro le.  Gary is cur ren t ly associat e p ro f esso r  o f  Agronom y and  Plan t  

Genet ics and  w ill b e p rom ot ed  t o  f u ll p ro f esso r , ef f ect ive Sep t em b er  1.  He is also  t he ho ld er  o f  an  

end ow ed  chair  in  Mo lecular  Genet ics.  His research  f ocuses on  d evelop m en t  o f  m o lecular  genet ic and  

genom ic resources f o r  im p rovem en t  o f  b ar ley and  w heat ; t i ller ing in  b ar ley; and  Fusarium  resist ance in  

b ar ley and  w heat . 

 



We w ould  also  like t o  t hank Jer ry Cohen  f o r  h is service t o  PBS over  t he p ast  f our  years -- f ir st  as ADGS, t hen  

as DGS.  His ef f o r t s have had  a m arked  im p act  on  t he p rogram .  Jer ry is con t inuing as Pro f esso r  o f  

Hor t icu lt ure and  ho ld er  o f  t he Bailey End ow ed  Chair , w here h is research  ad d resses b road  issues in  p lan t  

b iochem ist ry, grow t h  and  d evelop m en t .  

 
 

Carol H. and Wayne A. Plet cher  Graduat e Fellow ship  

 

General Descr ipt ion  

The Co llege o f  Bio logical Sciences (CBS) is announcing t he Caro l H. and  Wayne A. Plet cher  Grad uat e 

Fellow sh ip  f o r  2010.  Th is one-year , $2500, f ellow sh ip  is sup p or t ed  b y an  end ow m ent  est ab lished  t h rough  

a generous con t r ib u t ion  f rom  Caro l H. and  Wayne A. Plet cher .  The in t en t  o f  t he f ellow sh ip  is t o  “support  a 

g raduat e st uden t (s), w it h  p ref erence g iven  t o w om en, pu rsu ing  Ph .D. research  in  t h e College of  Bio log ical 

Sciences.”  

 

Eligibilit y  

To  b e elig ib le, a cand id at e m ust  cur ren t ly b e a Ph .D. st ud en t  ad vised  b y a f acult y m em b er  w hose t enure 

hom e/d ep ar t m en t  is in  t he Co llege o f  Bio logical Sciences.  The cand id at e m ust  also  d em onst rat e f inancial  

need . 

 

Applicat ion Process 

Cand id at es should  sub m it  t he f o llow ing: 

 

 A t w o -p age f ed eral ap p licat ion -st yle (NIH/NSF/USDA) cur r icu lum  vit ae 

 A t w o-page, sing le spaced  let t er  o f  ap p licat ion  d escr ib ing your  area o f  in t erest , d em onst rat ed  

ind ivid ual in it iat ive in  p ursuing career  goals, and  f inancial need  (i.e. any out -o f -p ocket  need  

associat ed  w it h  con t inuing grad uat e st ud ies) 

 A cop y o f  your  grad uat e t ranscr ip t  

 Tw o  let t ers o f  recom m end at ion  (no  m ore t han  one sing le-spaced  page each ): 

 let t er  f rom  ad viso r , includ ing com m ent s ab out  t he st at us o f  f und ing f o r  t he 

ap p lican t ’s st ip end  and  research  

 let t er  f rom  som eone f am iliar  w it h  t heir  research  

 

Ap p licat ions m at er ials should  b e sen t  t o : 

 The Caro l H. and  Wayne A. Plet cher  Grad uat e Fellow sh ip  Select ion  Com m it t ee  

 At t n :  Jean  Mar ie Lind q uist  

 123 Snyd er  Hall 

 1475 Gor t ner  Avenue 

 St . Paul, MN  55108 

The dead line f or receip t  of  app licat ions is Oct ober 16, 2009. 

 

Select ion  

A f acult y com m it t ee rep resen t ing t he d ep ar t m en t s o f  t he Co llege o f  Bio logical Sciences ap p o in t ed  b y t he 

d ean , and  chaired  b y t he d ean  o r  associat e d ean  f o r  research  in  t he co llege w ill review  and  select  t he 

recip ien t (s) o f  t he Carol H. and Wayne A. Plet cher  Fellow ship.  A d ecision  w ill b e m ad e and  conveyed  t o  

t he successf u l (and  unsuccessf u l) cand id at es b y Decem ber 1, 2009.   The d onors w ill b e no t if ied  and  

p rovid ed  in f o rm at ion  ab out  t he f ellow sh ip  recip ien t . 

 

Background 

Drs. Caro l H. and  Wayne A. Plet cher  have b een  so lid  sup p o r t er s o f  t he Un iversit y o f  Minneso t a f o r  m any 

years.  Caro l Plet cher  received  her  Ph .D. in  Biochem ist ry f rom  t he Un iversit y o f  Minneso t a in  1979.  Caro l 

served  on  t he Co llege o f  Bio logical Sciences, Bio logical Sciences Alum n i Societ y (BSAS) f o r  several years and  

also  rep resen t ed  BSAS on  t he Un iversit y o f  Minneso t a Alum n i Board .  She served  as a sen io r  research  



scien t ist  f o r  m any years p r io r  t o  b ecom ing t he Ch ief  o f  Cargill’s Corpo rat e Qualit y Of f ice.  Wayne Plet cher  

is af f i liat ed  w it h  3M. 

Back t o t op  

 

Achievem ent s: 

Dr . Fum iaki Kat agir i w as aw ard ed  an  NSF gran t  t oget her  w it h  co -PI Chad  Myers (Dep t  o f  Com p ut er  Science 

and  Engineer ing). It  is en t it led , "Mat hem at ical Mod eling o f  t he Arab id op sis Def ense Signaling Net w ork," 

and  st ar t ed  on  Aug 1, 2009.  It  is $755,159 t o t al f o r  t h ree years. 

Back t o t op  

 

Recent  Publicat ions: 

Mesf in Tesf aye – Kat hryn VandenBosch Lab  

Mesf in  Tesf aye, S.S. Yang, J.F.  Lam b , H.J. Jung, D.A. Sam ac, J. Gronw ald , C.P. Vance and  K.A. Vand enBosch  

(2009). Med icago t runcat u la as a m od el f o r  d ico t  cell w all d evelop m en t . BioEnergy Research  2: 59-76 DOI 

10.1007/s12155-009-9034-1.  

Back t o t op

 

Funding: 

UMII 2009 Call f or  Int erdisciplinary Inf orm at ics Research Proposal and Training Applicat ions 

The UMII is req uest ing ap p licat ions f o r  t w o  o f  it s p rogram s: 

  

1. UMII Seed Grant  Program  

These gran t s are d esign ed  t o  sup p o r t  new  research  co llab o rat ive across t he f ield s o f  in f o rm at ics and  

o t her  d iscip lines. To  f ost er  exp lo rat ion  o f  p rom ising em erging op p or t un it ies in  ad d it ion  t o  research  in  

est ab lished  scien t if ic, engineer ing o r  ar t  and  hum an it ies d om ains. The goal o f  t he aw ard  is t o  enab le t he 

co llect ion  o f  p relim inary d at a t hat  w ill sup p or t  com p et it ive ext ram ural f und ing in  t he area o f  in f o rm at ics 

and  in t erd iscip linary research . In  t h is cycle t he UMII is esp ecially in t erest ed  in  in t erd iscip linary in f o rm at ics 

p rop osals t hat  encom p ass t he f o llow ing d om ains: 

 Bio in f o rm at ics 

 Com p ut at ional b io logy 

 Healt h  in f o rm at ics 

 Syst em s b io logy 

 Syst em s eco logy 

 

Applicat ion deadline : Oct ob er  15t h , 2009, Noon  

Eligibilit y : Op en  t o  f acult y and  st af f  ho ld ing a cur ren t  ap p o in t m en t  at  t he Un iversit y o f  Minneso t a and  

elig ib le t o  ap p ly f o r  f ed eral sup p o r t  acco rd ing t o  Un iversit y p o licies. 

Am ount s: Up  t o  $400K w ill b e availab le in  t he FY09 p rogram . Fund ing range p er  gran t  w ill b e b e t w een  

$25,000 - $75,000 w it h  an  an t icip at ed  cap  o f  $50,000 f o r  m ost  aw ard s. 

 

Fo r  m ore p rogram  d escr ip t ion  and  ap p licat ion  guid elines go  t o :  

h t t p ://w w w .in f o rm at ics.um n.ed u/seed gran t s.h t m l 

   

2 . UMII Fast  Track Training Program  

The UMII Fast  Track Train ing Program  is o f f ered  t o  p rom ot e exp ed it ed  t rain ing in  areas o f  in t erd iscip linary 

research  t hat  em p hasize t he ap p licat ion  o f  in f o rm at ics, com p ut at io n  and  t heir  p ract ices in  lead ing ed ge 

research . Op en  t o  f acult y and  sen io r  st af f  m em b ers, at t end ance in  t hese courses w ill p rovid e t he b enef it s 

o f  an  im m ed iat e in f lux in  t he lab o rat o ry, classroom  o r  d ep ar t m en t  o f  new  p ersp ect ives and  know led ge 

http://www.springerlink.com/openurl.asp?genre=article&id=doi:10.1007/s12155-009-9034-1
http://www.springerlink.com/openurl.asp?genre=article&id=doi:10.1007/s12155-009-9034-1
http://umn.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=072feca402aaa9d7a64ab3972&id=c2294c7a39&e=6a190c63bd


on  t he ap p licat ions and  p ract ices o f  in f o rm at ics in  in t erd iscip linary research . 

 

Applicat ion t arget  dat es: August  1st , 2009; Oct ob er  15t h , 2009; and  q uar t er ly st ar t ing Jan  1st , 2010.  

Eligibilit y : Program  is op en  t o  all f acult y and  st af f  m em b ers t hat  ho ld  a cur ren t  Un i versit y o f  Minneso t a 

ap p o in t m en t  and  elig ib le f o r  Un iversit y PI st at us. 

Am ount s: Aw ard  w ill cover  regist rat ion  f ees, t ravel and  lod ging in  an  am oun t  up  t o  $5,000 t o t al. A t o t al 

am oun t  o f  $25,000 w ill b e m ad e availab le f o r  t h is p rogram . 

 

Fo r  m ore p rogram  d escr ip t ion  and  ap p licat ion  guid elines go  t o : 

h t t p ://w w w .in f o rm at ics.um n.ed u/f ast t rack_t rain ing.h t m l   

Back t o t op

 

Calendar  of  Event s: 

 

Tuesday, August  25  

2-6 p.m . 

TCF Bank St adium  

Work on  TCF Bank St ad ium  is near ing com p let ion ! Bef o re it s o f f icial op en ing, w e invit e st af f  and  f acult y t o  

st op  b y and  Celeb rat e U! Th is st af f  and  f acult y ap p reciat ion  even t  is m ad e p ossib le t h rough  t he generous 

sup p or t  o f  Coca-Co la® and  TCF Bank St ad ium ™. Br ing your  U Card  and  b e sure t o : 

 En t er  TCF Bank St ad ium  b y t he Nor t hw est  en t rance 

 Pick up  your  g if t  (w h ile sup p lies last ) 

 Get  your  com p lim en t ary ho t  d og/veggie d og, ch ip s, and  p op  

 Wat ch  a p resen t at ion  on  t he Dakt ron ics Vid eo  Board  

 En joy a p er f o rm ance b y m em b ers o f  t he U o f  M m arch ing b and  

 St op  b y t he in f o rm at ion  b oo t hs 

 Learn  ab out  t he Com m un it y Fund  Dr ive 

 Visit  w it h  sen io r  lead ers and  Go ld y Gop her ! 

Br ing Your  U Card! 

Th is even t  is f o r  U o f  M st af f  and  f acult y on ly. You m ust  b r i ng a valid  U Card  t o  at t end  t h is even t . Your  U 

Card  is your  o f f icial Un iversit y o f  Minneso t a p ho t o  ID card .  

 

Volunt eer ! 

We are looking f o r  vo lun t eers w ho  w ou ld  like t o  help  m ake Celeb rat e U! a success! If  you are in t erest ed , 

send  an  e-m ail, ind icat ing w hen  you w ould  b e w illing t o  w ork --eit her  t he 1:30 t o  4:30 p .m . sh if t  o r  t he 4 t o  

7 p .m . sh if t . In  t he e-m ail m essage, also  p lease ind icat e w hat  size t -sh ir t  you w ould  like--S, M, L, XL, o r  XXL. 

Thank you, in  ad vance, f o r  your  w illingness t o  help !  

 

Go Green!--Ride t he Bus  

U o f  M b uses w ill run  t heir  no rm al rout es every 15 m inut es t h roughout  t h is even t  p rovid ing 

t ransp or t at ion  t o  and  f rom  St . Paul, East  Bank, and  West  Bank cam p uses. Read  m ore ab out  t r ansp or t at ion  

op t ions.  

 

Event  Parking  

Parking is availab le in  t h ree sur f ace lo t s locat ed  no r t h  and  w est  o f  t he  st ad ium --Maroon Lo t , Lo t  #33, and  

http://umn.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=072feca402aaa9d7a64ab3972&id=4e57f8fc2a&e=6a190c63bd
mailto:celebr8u@umn.edu
http://ecommunication.umn.edu/t/116651/9620220/49803/0/
http://ecommunication.umn.edu/t/116651/9620220/49803/0/


Lo t  #37. Lim it ed  p arking op t ions are also  availab le in  t he nearb y ram p s. Read  m ore ab out  p arking op t ions. 

 

If  you have q uest ions, e-m ail t he Celeb rat e U! Com m it t ee. 

Back t o t op

 

Job Opport unit ies: 

 

The Dep ar t m en t  o f  Bio logy at  UW-River  Falls has Acad em ic Inst ruct ional St af f  p osit ion(s) availab le f o r  t he 

Fall Sem est er , 2009.  Courses t o  b e t augh t  includ e: 

Bio l 100 is an  in t rod uct o ry course f o r  non -m ajo rs, and  Bio l 150 is t he eq uivalen t  in t rod uct o r y course f o r  

m ajo rs.  Bo t h  o f  t hese courses have t w o -hour  lab s (L), all on  Thursd ay (3 lab  sect ions o f  150, and  2 lab  

sect ions o f  100).  

Bio logy 101 is a 3-cred it  lect ure-on ly in t rod uct o ry course f o r  non -m ajo rs.  The 11:00 sect ion  ab ove m eet s 

f rom  11:00-11:50 MWF, w hereas t he 3:00 sect io n  m eet s f rom  3-4:15 MW.   

The m in im um  ed ucat ional req uirem en t  is a Mast ers Degree in  a b io logically -relat ed  f ield  o r  t he eq uivalen t  

(if  cur ren t ly in  a PhD p rogram  w it h  no  Mast ers).    The com p ensat ion  is $1300 p er  cred it , w it h  b enef it s 

includ ed  f o r  any st af f  posit ion  over  7.5 cred it s p er  sem est er .  Tw o -t h ird s o f  a cred it  is g iven  f o r  each  hour  

sp en t  in  lab , so  t hat  is w hy t he 'ad just ed  cred it  hours' (ACH) ab ove t o t als 16.7.  In t erest ed  p ersons should  

em ail m ark.s.b ergland @uw r f .ed u   and /o r  call  715-529-8845 (cell).  This posit ion could be split  bet w een 

t w o individuals, if  necessary, and m ay cont inue int o t he Spr ing sem est er .  

Ap p lican t s m ust  also  f o rm ally ap p ly t o  t he Tem p orary Em p loym en t  Poo l f o r  t he Co lleg e o f  Ar t s and  

Sciences.  No t e t hat  t he con t act  p erson  is Mary Fost er  at  m ary.f ost er@uw r f .ed u .    See t he f o llow ing URL 

f o r  inst ruct ions:  h t t p ://w w w .uw r f .ed u/h r /as_t em p .h t m  

 

Universit y of  Copenhagen  

Three Facult y Posit ions in  Chem ical, Physical & Bio logical asp ect s o f  Syn t het ic Bio logy  

The Un iversit y o f  Cop enhagen  invit es ap p licat ions f o r  t h ree t enure -t r ack o r  t enured  p osit ions at  t he 

Assist an t /Associat e Pro f esso r  level. We seek cand id at es w it h in  each  o f  t he f o llow ing areas: 

 Plan t  b io logy: Funct ion  & assem b ly o f  m et ab o lons f o r  use in  syn t het ic b io logy 

 Neuro b io logy: st ruct ure & assem b ly o f  m em b rane p ro t eins and  signalosom es 

 Chem ist ry: Nanoscale assem b ly, single m o lecule im aging &/o r  m an ip ulat ion  o f  b iom o lecular  

com p lexes in  vit ro  and  in  vivo . 

 

We are launch ing a new  research  p rogram  in  Syn t het ic Bio logy b ased  on  a 5 year  gran t  am oun t ing t o  a 

t o t al o f  18M€. The p rogram  is one out  o f  f our  research  p rogram s gran t ed  b y t he Dan ish  governm en t  

und er  a new  in it iat ive (en t it led  UNIK) t o  f ur t her  st ren gt hen  excellen t  in t erd iscip linary research  

environm en t s at  Dan ish  un iversit ies. 

The p osit ions are t o  b e f i lled  as soon  as p ossib le. The p osit ion  in  p lan t  b io logy w ill b e b ased  at  t he 

Dep ar t m en t  o f  Plan t  Bio logy & Bio t echno logy, Facult y o f  Lif e Sciences; t he p osit ion  in  neurob io logy w ill b e 

b ased  at  t he Dep ar t m en t  o f  Neurosciences & Pharm aco logy, Facult y o f  Healt h  Sciences; and  t he p osit ion  in  

Chem ist ry w ill b e b ased  at  t he Dep ar t m en t  o f  Chem ist ry, Facult y o f  Science. Fur t her  in f o rm at ion  ab out  

t he Dep ar t m en t s can  b e f ound  at : w w w .in f .d k, w w w .p lb io .lif e.ku.d k and  w w w .kiku.d k.  

http://ecommunication.umn.edu/t/116651/9620220/49803/0/
mailto:celebr8u@umn.edu
http://www.uwrf.edu/hr/as_temp.htm
http://www.inf.dk/
http://www.plbio.life.ku.dk/
http://www.kiku.dk/


Inq uir ies concern ing t he p osit ions can  b e m ad e t o  Pro f esso r  Thom as Bjørnho lm , Nano-Science Cen t er , 

Phone + 45 35321835, e-m ail t b @nano.ku.d k. 
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Miscellaneous Tidbit s: 

Bell Museum  Curat o r  o f  Plan t s and  Associat e Pro f esso r  o f  Plan t  Bio logy George Weib len  w as inst rum en t al 

in  t he select ion  o f  t h is year 's Seaco logy Pr ize, an  ann ual aw ard  g iven  b y t he non -p ro f it , non -governm en t al 

o rgan izat ion  w h ich  w orks t o  p reserve t he eco syst em s and  cult u res o f  island s t h roughout  t he g lob e. Th is 

year 's w inner  is Filip  Dam en, a cust om ary land ow ner  and  com m un it y o rgan izer  f rom  Mad ang Province, 

Pap ua New  Guinea.  Dam en  w as nom inat ed  f o r  t he p rest ig ious in t ern at ional aw ard  b y Weib len  w ho  

cond uct s rain  f o rest  research  on  Dam en 's land . Dam en led  a group  o f  Wanang clans t o  sign  a h ist o r ic 

conservat ion  d eed  in  2000 w hen  neighb or ing clans op t ed  f o r  com m ercial logging. Eco logical research  at  

Wanang b y Weib len  and  co lleagues has p rovid ed  an  econom ic alt ernat ive t o  logging and  has help ed  t o  

p ro t ect   

Pap ua New  Guinea's f ir st  scien t if ic nat ural area in  an  act ive logging concession , help ing t o  st r ike a b alance 

b et w een  f o rest  p reservat ion  and  local econom ic d evelop m en t . Dam en  w ill b e aw ard ed  $10,000 and  

honored  at  a cerem ony at  t he Aq uar ium  o f  t he Bay in  San  Francisco  on Oct ob er  8. 
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Edit or : Pat r ice Myers (pm yers@ um n.edu) 
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